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the Romans, and the Romans had no right to interfere with him Conquerors tieated their subjects as they pleased The JEdui had begun the quarrel with him They had been defeated, and were now his vassals If Csasar chose to come between him and his subjects, he would have an opportunity of seeing how Germans could fight who had not for fourteen years slept under a roof
It was reported that a large body of Suevi were coming over the Rhine to swell Anovistus's force, and that Anovistus was on the point of advancing to seize Besancon Besancon was a position naturally strong, being surrounded on three sides by the Doubs It was full of military stores, and was otherwise important for the control of the Sequani Csasar advanced swiftly and took possession of the place, and announced that he meant to go and look for Anovistus
The army so far had gained biilliant successes, but the men were not yet fully acquainted with the nature of their commander. They had never yet looked Germans in the face, and imagination magnifies the unknown. Roman merchants and the Gauls of the neighborhood brought stones of the gigantic size and strength of these Northern warriors The glare of their eyes was reported to be so fierce that it could not be borne They were wild, wonderful, and dreadful Young officeis, patncians and knights, who had followed Caesar for a little mild experience, began to dislike the notion of these new enemies Some applied for leave of absence, others, though ashamed to ask to be allowed to leave the army, cowered in m their tents with sinking hearts, made their wills, and composed last messages for their friends The